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New Year 
PATHICIA CLARK 
38· 
I've been sitting. for the longest lime, 
watching an cr.tk loaded with snow. 
White outlines every branch 
from trunk to narrowing tips. 
'Ihe weight must be heavy. 
It is not bowed or benL 
Older than I am, than my grid, 
the <Y.tk now sits in the first 
sunlight of the week. Almost 
unnoticeably, streams of moisture 
appear on the dark trunk, and then 
I hear, if I'm very still and can 
forget myself, chunks of snow slide 
off, falling to the frozen ground. 
Sure, I can unc 
You'd like to dow 
"What do I have tc 
question. 
Perhaps we sh1 
might well be hefl 
except that things; 
Consider my ca 
a small liberal-arts 
years ago (and st 
problem, and then 
So I thought the 
remember, the fir. 
whether or not Gr. 
died and gone to h 
If i had stood u 
dents, two campus 
tion as just another 
have thought, "We\ 
Why am I tellin~ 
that as a faculty me 
the demands put t 
and generally wh;: 
think anyone knov 
So perhaps the 
prepared for chan~ 
In my 20 years, I ca 
effect on the direct 
do pay lip service t 
basically we're emr 
Given that frame: 
Will you permit 
of you now. 
'I11e other thing 
